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State Institute of Arts and Sciences, and con-
tains a large cathedral, bishop's palace, and the
Museum of Antiquities and Natural History.
In the vicinity are important ruins of ancient
Mexican civilization. The city, founded in the
fifteenth century, was the ancient capital of the
Zapotec Indians, and was occupied by the
Spaniards in 1522; p. 27,796.

Ob,, abbreviation for the Latin obiit, 'died.'

Ob, or Obi, one of the great rivers of Siberia,
draining about 1,300,000 sq. m., rises in two
branches, the Biya and the Katun, both of
which have their origin in the Altai Moun-
tains, within the frontier of the Chinese do-
minions. It flows n.w. and n., through the
governments of Tomsk and Tobolsk, for
about 2,500 m. to the great Gulf of Ob in the
Arctic Ocean.

Obadiah ('servant of the Lord'), the short-
est book of the Old Testament, the work of one
of the Minor Prophets, about whom nothing is
known. The book falls naturally into two well
marked divisions, of which the first denounces
destruction to Edom, and the second prophe-
sies that United Israel shall be restored, and
fie kingdom shall be the Lord's.

Obeah, Obeeyah, Obia, and Obi, the
name given by the negroes of West Africa and
of the West Indies to the sorcery practised by
their witch doctors, and also applied to the
charms or fetishes used in that sorcery. See
Ju-ju; VOODOOISM.

Obelisk, a four-sided monument, usually
hewn out of a solid piece of stone, and termi-
nating in a pyrainMal or pointed top. Their
height varied from a few indies to upward of
100 ft.

Obelisks date as far back as the Fourth
Egyptian Dynasty (3998-3721 B.C.), and were
continued down to Roman rimes. The two
most famous, popularly known as Cleopatra's
Needles, formerly stood at Heliopolis, and were
later re-omamented by Rameses n. at Alex-
andria. Thence, in the igth century, they
were brought, one to the Thames Embank-
ment, London, and the other to Central Park,
New York City, where they now stand. (See
CLEOPATRA'S NEEDLES.) The name oldish
is now popularly bestowed upon any similar
upright monument, especially the Bunker Hill
Monument In Boston, Mass., and the Wash-
ington Monument in Washington, D. C.

Oberalp Pass, (6,733 ft,), leads from Ander-
matt, in the Swiss Valley of the Reuss, at the
northern mouth of the St. Gothard Tunnel, to
Disentis, in the Vorder-Rhine Valley, and so
down to Coire. It forms, with Furka Pass the
great route for travellers boujicl from germatt

and the Simplon to the Engadine and Coire.
See ALPS.

Ober-Amrnergau, village, Upper Bavaria;
45 m. s.w. of Munich. It is famed for its
Passion Play, which originated in 1633, and
which takes place every tenth year (see PAS-
SION PLAY). Wood and ivory carvings are
produced; p. 1,600.

Obelisk:  Cleopatra's Needle.

Oberhausen, town, Prussia, in the Rhine
province; 20 m, n.e. of Diisseldorf, and 35 m.
n. of Cologne. In recent years it has grown
into an important manufacturing centre. Ex-
tensive coal, zinc, and iron mines are worked
nearby; p. 110,000.

Oberland, the name given to the district
comprising the canton of. Berne, Switzerland,
s. of the Lake of Thun, with the parts of Uri
and Unterwalden that adjoin it.

Oberlin, village, Ohio, in Lorain co., on the
Black River; 30 m. s.w. of Cleveland. It is
chiefly a residential place, and is the seat of
Oberlin College; p. 4,305.

Oberlin, Jean Frederic (1740-1826), Lu-
theran clergyman and educator, was born in
Strassburg. He became pastor at Ban-de-la-
Roche, in the desolate Steinthal region of the
Vosges Mountains, Alsace, and did much to
improve the physical condition of the region,
besides exercising an elevating influence upon
the moral ar4 intellectual status of "his people.